
High School Investment Area – 9th to 12th Grade  

Current Strategies - 2004 Levy 

o Early warning system to identify students and track progress on key indicators 

o Extended learning time 

o Professional development 

o Supporting family engagement 

o Social emotional support 

o Summer academic enrichment program 

o Summer bridge program for incoming 9th graders 

 

Recommended Strategies - 2011 Levy 

 Support students’ basic academic skill building by funding extra learning time 
during the school day. 

 Support students’ basic academic skill building by funding summer learning 
programs.  

 Support students’ social, emotional, and behavioral development through an 
intervention system. 

New Strategies 

 Help all students with college and career planning and readiness by providing a 
system of academic advising and college guidance with planning high school and 
beyond  
(9th  grade), assessment for college readiness (10th grade), internships and job 
shadowing (11th grade), and college and financial aid applications (12th grade ). 

 Help those students who are farthest behind in college and post-secondary 
readiness with a model of case management services.  

 

Why these new strategies? 

Current Levy investments at the high school level focus on supporting 9th grade students at 

three “innovation” high schools. Strategies include social/emotional supports, academic 

interventions, and summer learning opportunities. Outcomes from this investment include 

a reduction in the total number of absences for 9th graders, with equal or greater 

reductions made for many students of color and those who qualify for free and reduced 

lunch. These 9th graders are also passing their classes at a higher rate. Given this success, 

the Committee recommends continuing the current high school strategies, expanding to 

two additional “innovation” high schools. Two new strategies are also recommended to 

help meet the enhanced Levy goal of students graduating from high school, ready for 



college and career.  First, is academic advising, to provide students with both the 

information and support they need to get and stay on a post-secondary track.  Second, are 

case management services, to provide stronger supports for students farthest behind in 

college and career readiness.  
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